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Bringing the fight back to Boston

Scott Wachtler
Staff Reporter

Bostonians love their base-
ball, football, basketball and
hockey, but there’s one sport that
has fallen out of favor among
many sports fans - boxing.
Roslindale resident and boxing
promoter Artie. DePinho would
like to change that and help re-
vitalize the sport, which has
been on a decline for years, due
to lack of talent and star power.

When people hear the words
boxing promoter, visions of Don
King and his big hair come to
mind, but DePinho couldn’t be
more different. At 19, DePinho

got his start working for the

Providence, Rhode Island com-

pany Classic Entertainment and

Sports Inc., as the Director of

Tickets and Boxer Develop-
“ment.

DePinho, who went to
school for Sports Entertainment
and Event Management, re-
cently joined the Las Vegas
based TKO BOXING Promo-
tions to become the Northeast

representative of the company.
He said he hopes to bring box-
ing back to Boston and New

nuts Center in Providence,
Rhode Island,” he said. “Peter
Manfredo Jr. was just coming
back from appearing in the re-
ality TV show, 'The Contender'.
When someone asked me if 1

wanted to help promote the .

fight, I thought they meant just
handing out fliers.”

Ahuge snow emergency de-
layed the fight for a day and
that’s when DePinho discovered
justhow much work a fight pro-
moter does and how he wanted
to be part of it.

“I saw an opportunity there.

I was there working with the
fighters and putting everything
together. The fight promoter
takes on all the risk,” he said.
“They’re the one who pays ev-
erybody. They’re the one that
finds the fighters to fight each
other, does the marketing and
sells the tickets. I didn’t know
that at the time, but when every-
thing got delayed, I saw just how
much goes into putting on the
show.”

While working for Classic
Entertainment Sports, DePinho
promoted over 30 matches and
was involved in signing 30 fight-
ers. Some of the shows he pro-

England. <

“I got mvolved in promotmg
‘ whe 1 volunteered to help pro-

moted have been on ESPN,

Showt1me and Comcast

“Working on ESPN and
Showtime is really top of the
line,” he said. “I got to meet a
lot of the big names in boxing
like Joe Frazier, Leon Spinks
and Sugar Ray Leonard. I also
got to meet some of the big pro-

moters hke Don Km ,’i

and the new company he works
for hope to revive boxing is by
helping to build a local fan base
for boxers and then foster that
talent in hopes of creating a
hometown hero that fans can get
behind.

“Fighters take great pride in
where they’re from. They’re
representing their city, their state
and even their country,”
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best boxers, not in the Hall of
Fame,” DePihho said. “He was
great.” .

Ed LaVache, owner of Bos-
ton Boxing & Fitness in Allston
said it’s difficult to run a gym
supported solely by trammg

also necds to run his gym like a
more traditional membership
driven fitness center as well.

“I couldn’t survive just by
training amateur boxers,” he
“said. “There used to be govern-
ment funding for gyms that did
that, but no more.”

Boston Boxing & Fitness
does train a number of amateur

- boxers though and some have

from the show so he remamsi

do with the competition being
too watered down.

“Right now there are like
four heavyweight champions
and so many different weight
classes,” he said, “Fighters are

’ protected too The best ﬁghters

s T

and keep gettmg wins. Back in
the day the best fighters would
fight each other and that was for
the championship and people
got to know who that person
was.”

- DePinho and TKO Boxing
are currently not promoting any
Boston fighters, but they are pro-
moting three prospects that
DePinho hopes are on their way
to becoming hometown heroes
from New England.

~ DePinho said fight fans
should start hearing a lot from
featherweight Matt Remillard
from Hartford, Connecticut who
is currently 19 0 with 11 KOs
to his name.

As a two time WBC World
Youth Champion and North
American Champion, DePinho
believes Remillard has a good
shot at being a world champion
some day.

- One of the marquee ﬁghterS
DePino promotes is Providence -
' Rhode Island’s Peter Manfredo
Jr. The star of the reality TV
 show, "The Contender" is sill a
contender with a 32-6 record.
“People got to know Peter




